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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. Although the text only of claims 1,8,9, and 1 7-20 are currently 
amended, all claims are labeled as currently amended by virtue of the 
dependence of the other claims on claim 1 . 

We claim: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for using a computer system to hold a 
cooperative auction to effectuate an action related to a cause comprising: 

a) identifying a cause; 

b) identifying an entity capable of performing an action related to the 

cause; 

c) identifying a price for the action; 

d) specifying, via a computer system, a deadline for receiving pledges 
earmarked for the cause; 

e) receiving, via a computer system, before the deadline, a plurality of 
pledges of value units earmarked for the cause; and 

f) providing consideration to the entity in exchange for performance of the 
action, where the consideration comprises value units pledged in step e. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
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entering an agreement with the entity, the agreement containing a 
condition such that, if the condition is met, the entity agrees to take the 
action. 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the agreement is entered 
prior to receipt of pledges, and wherein the agreement specifies a time limitation 
related to payment of the price. 

4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the time limitation 
comprises the first deadline for receiving pledges. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the plurality of pledges 
are made by at least one bidder, and the at least one bidder may set an 
expiration time for his pledge. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the condition is that the 
total amount of pledges equals a predetermined price. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim 5, wherein a bidder's pledge results 
in a transfer of value units from the bidder if the condition is met prior to 
expiration of the pledge. 
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8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 4-2, wherein the entity is the holder 
of an intellectual property right, and the cause is the extinguishment of the 
intellectual property right. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the action is renunciation 
of said intellectual property right, further compr i s i ng tho stop of: 

ontoring an agroomont with tho ent i ty, the agroomont conta i n i ng a 
cond i t i on, such that th e e nt i ty agr ee s to a ll ow th e e xt i ngu i shm e nt of th e 
i nto ll octua l property r i ght i f tho cond i t i on i s mot. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the extinguishment of 
the intellectual property right is effectuated by transferring the intellectual 
property right to a second entity, wherein the second entity has represented that 
it will not enforce the intellectual property right. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the intellectual property 
right is a copyright right. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the copyright right is 
the right of electronic distribution of a copyrighted work. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the copyright right is 
the right to reproduce a copyrighted work. 
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14. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the copyright right is 
the right to make a derivative work of a copyrighted work. 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the intellectual property 
right is a patent right. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the patent right is a 
license to manufacture a product for a particular purpose. 

1 7. (Currently amended) A computer storage medium, encoded with a computer 
program providing: 

a) means for identifving a cause: 

b) mean for identifying an entity capable of performing an action related to 
the cause: 

c) means for identifving a price for the action: 

d) means for specifying, via a computer system, a deadline for receiving 
pledges earmarked for the cause: 

e) means for receiving, via a computer system, before the deadline, a 
plurality of pledges of value units earmarked for the cause: and 

f) means for providing consideration to the entity in exchange for 
performance of the action, where the consideration comprises said 
pledged value units. 
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A mothod of i ncreas i ng the ava il ab ili ty of creat i ve works to the pub li c compris i ng: 

a) prov i d i ng a s i te on a computer network for prov i ding aoooss to creat i ve 

b) i nduc i ng a r i ghtho l dor, having a sot of rights i n a creat i ve work, to 
r eli nguish a subs e t of h i s r i ghts i n a cr e at i v e work; 

c) prov i d i ng means for stor i ng the creat i ve work i n a manner access i b l e to 
a user v i s i t i ng the s i te; and 

d) prov i d i ng access to the creat i ve work to a user v i s i t i ng sa i d s i te. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of c l a i m 17, further comprising ho l d i ng a 
cooperat i ve auct i on to ra i se funds for i nduc i ng the r i ghtho l der to re li nqu i sh the 
subset of h i s r i ghts. 

A computer system for holding a cooperative auction, comprising: 

a) means for identifying a cause: 

b) mean for identifying an entity capable of performing an action related to 
the cause: 

c) means for identifying a price for the action: 

d) means for specifyinq, via a computer system, a deadline for receiving 
pledges earmarked for the cause: 
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e) means for receiving, via a computer system, before the deadline, a 
plurality of pledges of value units earmarl^ed for tlie cause: and 

f) means for providing consideration to the entity in exchange for 
performance of the action, where the consideration comprises said 
pledged value units. 

19. (Currently amended) A method for roa li z i ng va l uo from an i nto ll ootua l 
property r i ght compr i s i ng: 

specify i ng a pr i co for the r i ght; 

spoc i fy i ng a durat i on for a cooporat i vo auct i on; 

putt i ng tho work up for cooporat i vo auct i on at sa i d pr i co and durat i on; 

rece i v i ng p l odgos; and 

i f tho aggregate va l uo of tho p l odgos oxcoods tho pr i co, extingu i sh i ng tho 

i nte ll ectua l property r i ght. 
The system of claim 18. further comprising means for entering an agreement with 
the entity, the agreement containing a condition such that, if the condition is met, 
the entity agrees to take the action. 

20. (Currently amended) Tho method of c l a i m 19, where i n tho i nte ll ectua l 

property r i ght i s a copyr i ght right. 

The system of claim 19, wherein the entity is the holder of an intellectual property 
right, and the cause is the extinguishment of the intellectual property right. 



